[Community-based intervention to reduce birth asphyxia mortality in Mali].
Approximately one million newborn babies die every year as a result of birth asphyxia in developing countries. The objectives of this study are to develop the management of birth asphyxia and to establish a community-based surveillance system of vital events in rural areas of Oueléssébougou, Mali. Traditional birth attendants, female leaders of village associations and village health workers were trained to carry out communication activities designed to change behaviours in the management of birth asphyxia. The study has improved health facility-based delivery (from 80 to 93%) and the identification of birth asphyxia (11 to 12% new born babies have been resuscitated). As a result of training and supervising community actors, the quality of delivery is improved and neonatal mortality is reduced.